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Perey J. Thatcher, Editor 


A religious magazine, devoted to the cause 
of Christ and published for the dissemina- 
tion of Bible truth alone, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
e@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 
@ Bring peace and stability to your life 


PUBLISHED by the Megiddo Mission Church, 
481 Thurston Road, Rochester 19, N. Y. 


@ SUBSCRIPTION RATES: One year, $1.00; 
six months, 50 cents; single copies, five cents. 
Make checks or Money Orders for all liter- 
ature payable to the Megiddo Mission 
Church. 


@ Please notify promptly of any change 
of address. 


Entered as second-class matter, October 15, 
1920, at the Post Office at Rochester N. Y., 
under Act of March 3, 1879. 


“Happy is the man that findeth wis- 
dom, and the man that getteth under- 
standing: for the merchandise of it is 
better than the merchandise of silver, 
and the gain thereof than fine gold... . 
Take fast hold of instruction; let her not 
go: keep her; for she is thy life.” 

—Proverbs 3: 13, 14; 4: 13. 


Instructive Booklets 


Each booklet is a complete subject of 
itself. They make the Bible understandable 
and interesting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS anno ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies -20 
History .40 
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A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 

It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
second coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 


It shows conclusively that Elisha the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 


This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 

Send for your copy today. 


64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 


One dozen copies $1.00 
Single copies 10 





MEGIDDO BIBLE LESSONS 


As a further study of the Scrip- 
tures and a guide to daily living, 
we recommend this eight-page pub- 
lication. It is published once every 
two weeks for the purpose of helping 
and instructing our distant friends to 
better and holier living. 


It contains items and discussions 
from the Adult Megiddo Bible Class, 
held cach Sunday at the Megiddo Mis- 
sion Church. 


If you are not acquainted with this 
publication send for a free sample 
copy. 

Subscription rates: One year 50 cents 











HISTORY 
of the 
MEGIDDO MISSION 


13th edition 


The pages of this book unfold the purpose 
of our organization and the scope of our 
work, both past and present, for the dis- 
semination of Truth. This edition is re- 
vised to include more facts relating to 
present-day home and missionary activities. 
Old subscribers who have long cherished 
an unfulfilled desire to visit the Mission can 
now “get acquainted” through the medium 
of the printed page. A comprehensive syn- 
opsis of our beliefs is contained in the 
Appendix. 


Price 40 cents postpaid. 





Letters 





Finds Good News while in the 
Hospital 


Dear Brother: 

I was in the General Hospital here in 
Hamilton when I met one of your members, 
and he made me acquainted with your Mis- 
sion and also gave me some literature. I 
was much impressed by it, as it is the best 
religious reading I ever saw, and I have 
seen and read all the rest. 

I enjoyed the reading, as it gave me quite 
a lift and gave me something to look for- 
ward to. I had never heard about Elijah 
coming before Jesus; but it is in the Bible. 
It is all there just as your books say. In 
my opinion your Mission is doing a very 
good work. 

Almost everyone here is excited about the 
celebration of the so-called Christmas, but 
I saw it to be wrong a long time ago. I now 
have the real knowledge, thanks to you 
people. 

Hamilton, Ont., Can. A. E. W. 


Books Arrive at Time of Need 


Dear Christian Friends in the North: 

We received your two wonderful Bible 
Studies, A Treatise on the Holy Spirit, and 
The Devil & Hell of the Bible. We have 
just read them through, but will re-read 
them, as we have many important things 
to learn out of its profound studies. 

It is particularly gratifying that your 
books arrived into our hands at an hour 
when we are engaged in a fierce spiritual 
battle against all types of fanaticism, such 
as the modern “Faith Healers.” In all the 
“healing” meetings at which I assisted and 
served as interpreter, not one true healing 
has come of worth. Your sound and sober 
Scriptural interpretation is therefore of 
very special value to us, and we are deeply 
grateful for this kindness. 

A. W. & Family 

Morretes-Parana, Brazil 


Mecwpo Messace and Bible Lessons— 
Better all the Time! 


Dear Brother: 

I am very glad that the Megiddo Mission 
is built on a good foundation, on the Proph- 
ets, Jesus, and the Apostles. Thank God for 
the Megiddo workers. It seems that the 
Study Hour Lessons and the MEGIDDO MEs- 
SAGE are better and better all the time. 

Long Beach, Calif. T. C. 


Generously Shares Her Blessings 


Dear Sister: 

“Yes” is the answer I give to all ques- 
tions under the heading, Attention Please! 
in the MeEssaGE. It has been, and still is, a 
blessing to me. Indeed, all I receive from 
Megiddo is a blessing. How I wish more 
people would avail themselves of your help. 

Crewe, Cheshire, England M. H. 
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“Blow Ye the Trumpet in Zion” 


Scripture reading, Joel 2. 


the Scriptures of truth, when the Lord shall 

come with an innumerable company of angels, 
and we realize that we shall be permitted to live eternally 
in a land where no sorrow, trials, pain or death can ever 
enter, it will indeed be sublime! 

In preparation for that auspicious event we are com- 
manded: “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an 
alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the 
land tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is 
nigh at hand” (Joel 2:1). Why does the Lord say to cry 
this alarm, and let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, 
if salvation is on such easy terms? if we can float along 
on flowery beds of ease, speaking our own words, doing 
our own ways, until our feet stumble on the dark moun- 
tain and the shadow of death overtakes us, and all we 
have to do is to cry to the Lord for mercy at the last 
moment of life? Will this suffice? 

No; salvation is not to be obtained upon such terms, 
and the Lord is impressing upon our minds in this verse 
that there is a necessity of awakening from the darkness 
by which we are surrounded. Ah! it is as Paul says, 
“Awake to righteousness, and sin not” (I Cor. 15:34). 
The beloved Apostle declares in I John 3:4, “Sin is the 
transgression of the law.’”’ No wonder the Lord wants an 
alarm sounded, if we have to awake to righteousness and 
sin not. 

The command is: “Blow the trumpet in Zion.” What 
does the trumpet say? “Therefore also now, saith the 
Lord, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with 
fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: and rend 
your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the 
Lord your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of 
the evil” (vs. 12, 13). He is merciful and slow to pour 
out His judgments if only we will repent. 

If you want to be accepted in that great Day of Christ’s 
coming, you must turn to Me with all your heart, says the 
Lord, and rend your heart, and not your garments. Do 
not make an outward show by rending your garments, 
but rend your heart; make it soft by the mighty power 
of His Word. Be like Jesus, “who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame”; turn 
to God with all your heart for the eternal glory He has 
promised. 


W ite that glad Day is ushered in, as foretold in 


A Divine Principle — Warning Before Judgment 


As in the days of the antediluvians, when Noah preached 
one hundred and twenty years to warn those sinners of 
old of the on-coming flood in which the world of the un- 
godly should be swept to destruction, how few listened 
and took heed to the mighty trumpet that was sounded 
by Noah, ‘“‘a preacher of righteousness”! And we see the 
same condition of indifference existing today. The Lord 
never brought destruction upon a people without first 
warning them, for, as we read in this 13th verse: “He is 


gracious and merciful, slow to anger,”—not anger as we 
use the term, but the wrath of the law; slow to bring it 
to bear—‘“and of great kindness.” 

See how the God of heaven foretold the destruction of 
Jerusalem if the Jews persisted in their disobedience; 
see how He sent His Prophets to warn them and espe- 
cially the Prophet Jeremiah who warned them over and 
over again. And see how Jesus wept over Jerusalem, say- 
ing, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the proph- 
ets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate!” 
(Matthew 23: 37, 38). 

And in Luke 21: 23, 24 He said to them: “There shall 
be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people. 
And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be 
led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gen- 
tiles be fulfilled.” In verse 20 He had told them: 
‘“‘And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, 
then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.” It came 
to pass just as foretold, and for eighteen hundred years 
and more Jerusalem has been in the power of Gentiles; 
and the times of the Gentiles are not yet ended. 

As surely as the warning was sent to the antediluvians, 
and to the Israelites over and over again, so certain the 
God of heaven will not bring destruction upon the wicked 
world in these latter days without first warning them. 
And oh, I wonder sometimes how many will turn to God 
in this age; how many will turn to the Lord with all their 
heart, and rend their heart and not their garments? 


How to Become Sanctified 


In verse 15 of our lesson we read: “Blow the trumpet 
in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: gather 
the people, sanctify the congregation.” How are they to 
be sanctified? Not as the revivalists would tell us, by 
“hitting the trail” or by going up to the ‘“mourners’ 
bench.” No, no; there is no such thought found on the 
pages of this Bible. To “sanctify” means “to set apart.” 
How are they to be sanctified or set apart? “Sanctify 
them through thy truth, thy word is truth,” says John 
17:17. No man or woman can become sanctified or set 
apart from evil except through a knowledge of this Bible, 
the Word of the living God. 

Jesus says, John 15: 3, “Now ye are clean through the 
word which I have spoken unto you.” Suppose a man is 
a natural thief; what will make him clean from that evil? 
He might go up to a mourners’ bench a thousand times; it 
would do him no good. What must he do? He must take 
good heed to the Word which says, through Paul in Eph. 
4: 28, “Let him that stole steal no more.” The only way, 
then, for him to become clean is to stop stealing, cease 
breaking the law; “for sin is the transgression of the 
law.” 
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He might be tempted, but if under trial he resists the 
temptation, he is not a transgressor. He has the law writ- 
ten in his mind, “Thou shalt not steal,” and if all the gold 
in S. Africa, or all the treasures and jewels of the world, 
would not induce him to break that commandment, and he 
resists in like manner on all other points, that man is an 
overcomer. 

But how few will do this; how few will prepare for that 
time when the Bridegroom shall go forth of His chamber, 
and the bride out of her closet! Christ is the Bridegroom; 
He is coming soon, and we must get ready to be a part of 
the bride who will go forth out of her closet to meet Him. 
We do not know the day nor the hour of His coming, but 
we do know the time draws near. 

We read in Joel 1:14, 15, “Sanctify ye a fast, call a 
solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants 
of the land into the house of the Lord your God, and cry 
unto the Lord, Alas for the day! for the day of the Lord 
is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall 
it come.” The day of His first coming was not a day of 
destruction; that was not the day of the Lord spoken of, 
but it is His second coming. Why does he say, “Alas, 
alas!”’? Because, ‘‘as the days of Noah were, so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be” (Matt. 24: 37). 

In the days that were before the Flood they would not 
hearken to the warning from Noah. Neither will the 
world of the ungodly hearken now; therefore they too 
shall be swept to destruction. These wondrous things 
are forced home upon our minds and hearts that we may 
hasten to turn to God. 


Signs of the Last Days 


Our attention is called to Hos. 4:1, 2. “Hear the word 
of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for the Lord hath a con- 
troversy with the inhabitants of the land. .. . by swear- 
ing, and lying, and killing, and committing adultery, they 
break out, and blood toucheth blood.” That is the condi- 
tion this world is in today. There are exceptions, of 
course, but this is the rule. Oh, the swearing there is! 

And then people think nothing of lying; they think it 
is a part of business. It is so easy to misrepresent a thing, 
or not to tell the facts about it. And it says, “by killing.” 
Well, if that is not fulfilled! thousands upon thousands 
of inoffensive, defenseless people being slain. No wonder 
the Lord says, “By swearing, and lying, and stealing, 
and committing adultery, they break out, and blood touch- 
eth blood.” 

Truly “there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of 
God in the land.” Even the churches of the day are now 
practically only social centers and clubs. Their basements 
are fitted up for places of amusement, where they can 
play cards and have a “good time” as they call it. They 
are as ignorant of the knowledge of God as a child in the 
primary studies is of geometry. And those unable to 
keep up with the fashion, are not noticed. 

We can see the condition of the world; but how many 
of us are studying and searching over the pages of this 
Book to see what our condition is, and walking in obedi- 
ence to its precepts? We need to have impressed upon 
our mind the necessity of more care and watchfulness 
being exercised that we may not be one of that unfaithful 
Israel. 

In Hosea 10:1, 2 we read: “Israel is an empty vine, 


he bringeth forth fruit unto himself.” Ah! that is the 
trouble; “he bringeth forth fruit unto himself.” We 
must bring forth fruit to God, not to ourselves. Why do 
they bring forth fruit unto themselves? “Their heart is 
divided,” that is the reason. “Now shall they be found 
faulty.” 

You have been trusting in your own ways; but now 
you must cease to sow to the flesh and get to work and 
make deep furrows so that the seeds of truth may grow 
and produce the lovely fruits of the Spirit, “love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance,” instead of the weeds of malice, wrath, 
envy, jealousy. Yes, you have something to do to break 
up this fallow ground. 


“Revive Us .. . Raise Us Up” 


We will now read from the 6th chapter of Hosea, 
which contains an important Bible principle. The Prophet 
says, “Come, and let us return unto the Lord: for he hath 
torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will 
bind us up. After two days will he revive us: in the 
third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his 
sight.” 

This word “day” does not signify a literal 24-hour day, 
but is translated from the original Hebrew word yom 
which means “time, without reference to single days; an 
indefinite space of time.” 

“After two days,” or two epochs of time, “will he re- 
vive us.” “Revive” means “to live again; to call back to 
life; to be restored again to life.’ When is this revival 
or resurrection to take place? Jesus answers, “Elias truly 
shall first come, and restore all things” (Matt. 17:11). 
This restoration includes the resurrection of the dead, 
preparatory to the return of Christ for Judgment. 

Who is to be revived or raised from the sleep of death? 
“There shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the 
just and unjust” (Acts 24:15). Cain, the murderer, 
must appear at Judgment, as well as his righteous brother 
Abel. Judas will be there, as well as the beloved John. All 
who have promised to serve the Almighty during this 
6,000-year day of salvation shall be revived and sum- 
moned before the Great White Throne, “that every one 
may receive the things done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (II Cor. 
5:10). 

“In the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live 
in his sight.” This is the grand promise to be realized by 
those who are pronounced faithful at the Judgment. To 
them shall be granted the reward of immortality, eternal 
life. Some of the definitions of the word “raise” from 
Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon are “to stand; also to endure, 
to remain.” The lexicographer gives Dan. 2: 44 as an ex- 
ample of the usage. “In the days of these kings shall the 
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be de- 
stroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, 
but it shall break in pieces and consume all these king- 
doms, and it shall stand for ever.”” How wonderful the 
connection! How beautiful the thought! The saints of 
God who are raised up to live in His sight shall stand, 
endure, remain as long as the Kingdom of God shall en- 
dure—‘and it shall stand forever.” This is the true sig- 
nificance of the raising up. 

It is as Jesus said to His disciples, in Matt. 19: 29, 
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“And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, 
and shall inherit everlasting life.” And in Luke 20: 35, 36 
He says that they which shall be accounted worthy to 
obtain that world and the resurrection from the dead, 
shali be made equal unto the angels, neither can they die 
any more. Would you not like to be one who will be re- 
stored to life, a grand raising up to everlasting life? 

Let us turn back to that wonderful prayer of Hannah’s, 
that lovely character who was inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
She is one of the bright stars in Bible history. In I Sam. 
2:3 she said: “Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let 
not arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the Lord is 
a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.” 
Ah! it is not words but actions that will weigh in the 
balances of the Lord in that mighty Judgment Day. We 
might call on the Lord at the last moment with a volume 
of words, but only actions will be weighed. 

In the 6th verse Hannah said, “The Lord killeth, and 
maketh alive: he bringeth down to the grave, and bring- 
eth up.” This carries us right down to the Judgment, 
when the Lord will kill and make alive; one class meets 
destruction, and the other immortality. “The Lord mak- 
eth poor, and maketh rich: he bringeth low, and lifteth 
up. He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up 
the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, 
and to make them inherit the throne of glory.” 

Here is the lifting up; He will destroy the workers of 
iniquity on the one hand, and cause the faithful to inherit 
the throne of glory on the other after the world is brought 
into subjection to Divine law. He will revive us after two 
days, but not until the third day will He lift us up. The 
Lord will bind the devil or all sinners, and bring into sub- 
jection all the nations of the earth. “He will keep the 
feet of his saints, and the wicked shall be silent in dark- 
ness, for by his strength shall no man prevail.” 

They may prevail by might for a while, as they are now 
doing; but it will not be for long, for “the adversaries 
of the Lord shall be broken to pieces; out of heaven shall 
he thunder upon them: the Lord shall judge the ends of 
the earth; and he shall give strength unto his king, and 
exalt the horn of his anointed.” Yes, “the Lord shall be 
King over all the earth: in that day shall there be one 
Lord, and his name one” (Zech. 14:9). There will not be 
many kings, emperors, dictators and potentates; for there 
shall be but one King. And if we have kept His command- 
ments and become overcomers as Christ overcame, He 
will raise us up and cause us to inherit the throne of glory 
with Him. Then shall the Lord’s Prayer be fulfilled, and 
not only in heaven but also in earth shall the will of God 
be done. 


Warnings from the Trumpet 


We say to all in the words of our Master, as found in 
Matt. 12:33, 34, “Either make the tree good, and his 
fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit 
corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit. O generation 
of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for 
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” 
The Lord wants us to know that there are various ways 
of transgressing. A person’s actual character is revealed 
more accurately at his farm, or shop, or place of employ- 


ment than it is when listening to an inspiring sermon on 
Sunday. It is there, at one’s daily post of duty, that the 
actual fruits are manifested in conversation and conduct. 

In the Bible, men and women are called trees, either 
trees of righteousness, or else evil trees that must be cut 
down; and it is by the fruits we can tell what kind they 
are. As we read further in the chapter: “A good man out 
of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good 
things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth 
forth evil things. But I say unto you, That every idle 
word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof 
in the day of judgment.” Yes, for every idle or injurious 
word you speak, you shall give account in the Day of 
Judgment. Do you wonder the Lord says “break up your 
fallow ground”? Yes, plow it up; watch to see how you 
are talking. And get your thoughts right, for “by thy 
words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt 
be condemned.” 

Here is what the trumpet of the Lord says; and this 
trumpet gives no uncertain sound. We want to speak as 
Jesus would speak if He were here today. Go where you 
will, you could never hear that unless you do these things 
commanded by the God of heaven you cannot stand ap- 
proved at the coming of Christ. 

There is one more testimony to which we wish to call 
your attention. It is I Peter 3: 8, “Finally, be ye all of one 
mind, having compassion one of another; love as breth- 
ren, be pitiful, be courteous.” We cannot be of a divided 
mind, but all of one mind. “Not rendering evil for evil, or 
railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing 
that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a 
blessing. For he that will love life, and see good days, 
let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that 
they speak no guile.” 

Do you love life? I think you love life; most people do. 
They will take this nostrum and that medicine, and go 
through painful operations to save this life; but to the 
man that loves the life which shall never end, he says, 
“Let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that 
they speak no guile; let him eschew evil, and do good; 
let him seek peace, and ensue it.” 

Other timely admonitions are in James 1: 22, 26, “But 
be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves... . If any man among you seem to be 
religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his 
own heart, this man’s religion is vain.” Now it is easy 
to seem to be religious; but that man who does not bridle 
his tongue, his religion is vain. Think how many hours 
daily are spent in foolishness, folly, idle chatter, scandal 
and gossip, with not a word of God in it all. 

Read over the 3d chapter of James and see what you 
have to do to bridle the tongue; realize what an unruly 
member it is, full of deadly poison, unless it is brought 
into subjection to the word of Truth. Meditate on these 
things and see if you cannot make this the best week of 
your life. We must make each week the best, or we shall 
never gain the prize. The trumpet is blowing; take heed 
and watch. As Jesus said, “Watch . . . lest coming sud- 
denly he find you sleeping.” 





Time is short, and none of us knows how much time 
he has left. May we be found using wisely our time, our 
strength, our talents. 
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Prophecy Speaks... 


Peace and Safety versus Fear and Perplexity 


“But of the times and seasons, brethren, ye have no 
need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety, then 
sudden destruction cometh upon them, ... and they shall 
not escape.” —First Thessalonians 5: 1—3. 


“And there shall be signs in the [political] sun, and 
in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth dis- 
tress of nations, with perplexity; ... men’s hearts fail- 
ing them for fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth.” —Luke 21: 25, 26. 


T FIRST SIGHT these two prophecies, equally Divine 
in their origin, might seem contradictory, referring 
as they do to the same time, the pre-dawn of the great 
Day of the Lord. Yet for all their contradictory appear- 
ance—the one forecasting the cry of Peace, the other of 
Perplexity—both are true, as we see for ourselves. It re- 
quires contradictory language to describe a contradic- 
tory world, and only Divine wisdom could have foreseen, 
so many hundreds of years ago, such an unlikely condi- 
tion. The human mind just does not work that way (Isa. 
55:8, 9). 

The cry of—or, more accurately, for—peace and safety 
is something fairly recent in human history, and never 
has it been louder than today. Peace is the word on every 
tongue, the desire of every heart—almost. Never in his- 
tory has there been such a vehement and concerted de- 
mand for peace. There is a good reason for this. Never 
in history has peace been so necessary. True, there have 
always been wars, but nothing to compare with the global 
wars of the twentieth century. 

The Hague Conferences of 1899 and 1907, inspired by 
Nicholas II of Russia, were the real beginning of the 
modern peace movement. A Permanent Court of Arbitra- 
tion was formed, and the millions of Andrew Carnegie, 
an ardent peace advocate, built a Peace Palace to house 
it. The Court decided a few minor issues, but was power- 
less to prevent the greatest war of all time. The outcry 
for peace began in earnest after the unpleasantness of 
1914—-18. The League of Nations came—and went. So 
did a number of Peace Conferences. Disarmament was 
tried, but nothing too seriously. War, was solemnly “out- 
lawed” by the Kellogg Pact. 

Then came the second great blood-bath of the century, 
and on August 6, 1945, an era ended when the first atomic 
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. For a time it seemed 
that the exclusive possession of this awesome weapon 
by a non-aggressive power might ensure peace. But the 
monopoly could not last; on September 23, 1949, the Rus- 
sians exploded their first A-bomb, and the dream of One 
World was buried in a forgotten grave. 

Possibly the atomic bomb might have been lived with, 
but the invention of the hydrogen bomb left no place to 
hide. It is too late to regret, as many do, that such things 
were ever tampered with. Again the advantage of the 
West was short-lived, for in August, 1953, the U.S.S.R. 


entered the Hydrogen Age. Since then peace has been 
an absolute ‘‘must.” The alternative is too horrible to en- 
tertain, yet it is being entertained, and prepared for. 
Which brings us to the second prophecy, that of all- 
pervading fear. 

Despite the insanity and obvious futility of it all, the 
race for arms’ supremacy goes on at a dizzy pace, even 
while the leaders protest their peaceful intentions. In 
our own corner of the world, United States Government 
defense spending this fiscal year is expected to run be- 
tween 34 and 35 billion dollars. What the “other half” 
spends is not even known. 

This is done in spite of the crying need for roads, for 
schools and hospitals, for reclamation and public health, 
even for food and clothing for millions upon millions. At 
colossal expense, radar warning lines in the Arctic and 
in the oceans are being pushed to completion. Intercon- 
tinental guided missiles, atomic submarines, biologic war- 
fare: a sorry picture, and so needless, so utterly need- 
less; yet under the lash of fear the “dance of death” 
whirls on. 

The United Nations, mankind’s most impressive peace 
effort to date, has struggled manfully against tremen- 
dous difficulties. It has done what it could, which is not 
much, due to the lawless character of some of its leading 
members. There has been some small talk of disarma- 
ment, but nothing really sincere or hopeful. The first 
Geneva Conference of 1955 raised the peace hopes of the 
world, and added to the fulfillment of Paul’s prophecy; 
but the second meeting disclosed that if the Communist 
world does not want complete war—yet—, neither does it 
desire complete peace. As formula after formula is of- 
fered and rejected by one side or the other in a desper- 
ate effort to avoid what seems to be inevitable catas- 
trophe, the clamor for peace keeps pace with the grow- 
ing fear of what is coming on the earth, and both condi- 
tions echo the Voice of Prophecy. 

At the moment there are several “hot spots” which 
could easily precipitate a general conflict: Berlin, Pales- 
tine, North Africa, Formosa. And once in such a war, it 
would have to be won—or else; even if, as Mr. Churchill 
said, victory would find the victors sitting on a heap of 
ruins. For as bad as the plight of the winner would be, 
the fate of the loser would be infinitely worse. We must 
acknowledge that the Western statesmen, for all their 
blunders, have accomplished a remarkable feat in a very 
complicated and difficult situation, in maintaining peace, 
or rather the absence of serious war. We certainly do 
not crave their position. 

We do not know if the world will come to hydrogen 
warfare before the return of Christ, of which event these 
conditions are an unmistakable sign. It could easily hap- 
pen, but we hope not. It would seem that an all-out war 
would not leave much anywhere; but the Bible assures 
us that at the coming of the rightful King, the nations of 
earth will feel sufficiently strong to unite in armed re- 
sistance (Rev. 19:19; 17:14), which would be unlikely 
in a world reduced to radioactive rubble. 
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When faced with the ultimatum, Submit or perish, 
there will be a preparation for war beside which the 
present effort will be insignificant. “Fear God, and give 
glory to him, for the hour of his judgment is come,” is 
the Eternal’s warning and final offer (Rev. 14: 7). United 
in the face of a common peril, the world’s reaction is 
pictured by the Prophet Joel (3: 9—11): 

“Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles: Prepare war, 
wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw 
near, let them come up: beat your plowshares into 
swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak 
say, 1 am strong. ... Thither cause thy mighty ones to 
come down, O Lord.” 

That the entire prophecy refers to the great Day of the 
Lord is apparent from the reading of verses 12—16, the 
“harvest” of the earth being “ripe’’ and the nations 
gathered in the “valley of decision,” or judgment. (Cf. 
Rev. 14:15). 


This stupendous event, the Battle of Armageddon, for 
all its terribleness, will be the best thing that ever hap- 
pened to the human race. When the dust of conflict has 
cleared, both war and fear of war shall have vanished 
forever, and the way opened for the blessings of the 
everlasting Kingdom of God on earth. 

Jesus, in His earthly probation, was a Man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief, yet He was the most cheerful 
and hopeful of men because He saw to the end of the 
matter. Following His foreboding prophecies of fear and 
distress, He gives the blessed reassurance (Luke 21: 27, 
28) : 


“And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory. 

“And when these things begin to come to pass, then 
look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh.” 





Is Water Baptism Binding Now? 


Y a study of the Scriptures we find that in different 

ages the God of Heaven gave various commands to 
His people. To Noah was given the command to build 
an ark for the saving of his house. Abraham received the 
command of circumcision, which was binding for only a 
certain period and ceased by limitation. At times the 
executive power was in the hands of God’s people, and 
they were commanded to subdue the nations which sought 
their destruction. 

The Law of Moses was added to the Law of Faith 
which had been from the beginning, and obedience to the 
Mosaic law as a national law was required until Christ 
came and took it out of the way by bringing in a better 
hope (Heb. 7:19) and completing the work, leaving us 
an example that we should follow His steps. Although 
there were different laws to be observed during the dif- 
ferent ages, one principle was constant—Obey and live; 
disobey and die. 

In regard to baptism, the question with us is not whether 
sprinkling, pouring, or immersion is baptism; the Word 
settles that. In every instance when the rite was ob- 
served, the participants “went down into the water and 
were baptized,” and “they came up out of the water.” 
But the question is: Is literal immersion in water re- 
quired now? 

Remember, there were different baptisms in water. 
First, there was the baptism administered by John the 
Baptist, under which our Lord was baptized. 

Next followed the water baptism which Jesus ap- 
pointed under the Apostolic Commission. Of this we read 
in Matt. 28: 19 and Mark 16: 16. Under this Commission 
the signs were to follow, confirming the word preached 
by the Apostles. This was to continue to the end of the 
age in which they were living. The Apostolic Age ended 
A. D. 70, at the destruction of Jerusalem. The record at- 
tests that the signs did follow during all the ministry of 
the Apostles. They had power to heal insanity, to say to 
the sick of the palsy, “Arise, take up thy bed and walk,” 
and immediately the disease departed. The lame were 
healed, even one lame from birth who had never walked, 


was caused to leap and walk. The dead were restored to 
life, and many other mighty miracles were performed 
by the Apostles. 

Does any person preach under the Apostolic Commis- 
sion today? If so, he can be baptized in water, and all 
those signs will follow. Also, he will have to sell his goods, 
his lands, and have all things common, as in the days of 
the Apostles. But no; that Commission ceased by limita- 
tion, as Jesus said it would, at the end of the age; and 
water baptism ceased with it. Under the Commission 
given by Jesus in Rev. 22: 17, “whosoever will” may now 
say “Come, and... take the water of life freely.” To pro- 
claim the Word of Truth, the qualifications are a blame- 
less character and ability to rightly divide the Word. 

Jesus did not promise that the signs should follow dur- 
ing the Gentile times, neither did He command that any- 
one should be baptized in water during the Gentile dis- 
pensation. Water baptism, signs, healing, speaking in 
tongues, prophesying, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, all 
were a part of the same Commission and ceased at the 
same time, with the end of the Apostolic Age. 

The baptism that is binding upon God’s people since 
that time is the one baptism proclaimed by Jesus in Matt. 
20: 20—23. We read: “There came unto him the mother 
of Zebedee’s children, worshiping him, and desiring a 
certain thing of him. And he saith unto her, What wilt 
thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons 
may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the 
left, in thy kingdom.” 

Her ambitious request was answered by Jesus: “Ye 
know not what ye ask.” Then to the brothers, Jesus said: 
“Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and 
to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 
Jesus’ question, “Are ye able?’, plainly signifies that He 
had no reference to baptism in literal water, for anyone 
should be able to receive that baptism. 

They answered, “We are able.” 

Jesus said unto them: “Ye shall indeed drink of my 
cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not 
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mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it 
is prepared of my Father.” Jesus was undergoing a bap- 
tism of suffering, of death to sin, of crucifying His flesh, 
of killing out the desires of His human nature and bring- 
ing His will into subjection and complete submission to 
the will of His Father. In other words, He was becoming 
enveloped in this mighty Truth of complete obedience: 
the one baptism of Eph. 4:5, “One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism.” 

The Apostle will explain in Rom. 6: 3—11 the nature 
of the one baptism: “Know ye not, that so many of us 
as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into 
death; that like as Christ was raised up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.” This is the baptism that will cause us 
to become a new creature, to walk in newness of life: 
not baptized in literal water. 

Into what death are we baptized? Not into Christ’s lit- 
eral death, but the death spoken of in v. 6, “Knowing this, 
that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of 
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not 
serve sin.” That one baptism is to die to sin with Jesus; 
kill out the old man, put away impatience, wrath, jeal- 
ousy, malice, envy, etc., as we are told in Col. 3: 5—10. 
It is a work; and thus it was that Jesus asked the sons of 
Zebedee, “Are ye able to be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with?’ 

Romans 6: 5 proves that this baptism means far more 
than to be baptized in literal water: “For if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of his resurrection.” As surely as 
God has promised, if we receive the one baptism we shall 
gain with Christ eternal life, be made immortal; for in 
v. 8 we are told, “Now if we be dead with Christ, we be- 
lieve that we shall also live with him.” Our living with 
Christ through eternity depends upon our dying with 
Him now. 

What death? In v. 10 is the answer: “For in that he 
died, he died unto sin once. .. .” Then in v. 11 he con- 
tinues: “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin.” Christ died to sin, and we must die the 
death He died if ever we hope to reign with Him. 

The one baptism is expressed in multiple ways. One 
writer says that we must be buried with Christ by bap- 
tism into death to sin. Another, the Prophet Ezekiel, 
says, “I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall 
be clean’ (36:25). And in Hebrews we read, “Let us 
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 
our bodies washed with pure water” (Heb. 10: 22). This 
is the water employed in the one baptism. It will cleanse 
from all filthiness of the flesh and make us pure and holy. 

The baptism of John the Baptist ceased by limitation; 
the baptism given by Jesus to His Apostles ended with 
the expiration of their Commission at the end of the 
Jewish Age; but the one baptism of Matt. 20:22 con- 
tinues right along, and we must be baptized with it if 
ever we are saved. It was but a small task for men or 
women to be immersed in literal water when that baptism 
was in force; but the baptism that is binding today is of 
far deeper significance, and every one must be able to 
receive it in order to obtain salvation of the Father in 
that soon-coming Day of Reckoning. 


GENIUSES 


GENIUS is a person possessing a remarkable ability 

for some special pursuit. He is a person of ambition. 
He accomplishes great things because his desire to at- 
tain his objective carries him over barriers that would 
cause others with the same—or even more—ability, but 
with a lesser degree of desire, to abandon the task. 

In the pursuit of his objective, the genius develops to 
an amazing degree some branch of that hidden talent with 
which God has endowed mortals. This development arises 
out of the fact that he is doing, while other people are 
idly wishing. For him, between desire and achievement 
lies the broad field of drudgery, in which he must work 
and sweat through weary days and years. 

Too many people, while ready to pay tribute to the 
genius for his achievements, begrudge him the credit for 
the work behind the achievement. They feel, with a 
twinge of envy, that, had they inherited similar talent, 
they, too, could be as great, realizing not that similar 
opportunities were likewise their own. They fancy the 
noted poet lying on the grass in the shade of a tree, 
looking out across the sunlit landscape, until, experienc- 
ing a sudden inspiration, he takes up pencil and paper 
and dashes off his immortal lines. They count not the 
weary years, the days and nights filled with solitary 
study, thought and contemplation, while other men were 
occupied with lesser matters. 

Michaelangelo, the painter and sculptor, said, “If peo- 
ple knew how hard I work to get my master, it wouldn’t 
seem so wonderful after all.” 

The great pianist, Paderewski, declared, “Before I was 
a genius, I was a drudge.” 

Flaubert, the noted French writer, said, “Genius is 
only long patience, work.” 

The great statesman, Alexander Hamilton, said, “All 
the genius I have is merely the fruit of labor.” 

Daniel Webster, lawyer, statesman, and orator, tells 
us, “I know of no superior quality that I possess unless 
it be the power of application. To work, and not to genius, 
I owe my success.” 

From Thomas A. Edison come these words, “Genius is 
one per cent inspiration, and ninety-nine per cent per- 
spiration.”’ 


Then can we, too, be geniuses? 

Not without an objective that is sufficiently important 
to us to warrant our giving our life work to the achiev- 
ing of it. 

So the question comes, Is there anything we want above 
all other things in life to accomplish? We consider the 
possible fields in which we might expend our efforts. Life 
is too short to take in them all; we must select the one 
that means the most to us. What is the highest measure 
of success? How can we best benefit the present and fu- 
ture generations of humanity? In what field of endeavor 
can we find for ourselves the truest happiness? How can 
we make our name to be praised and remembered always? 
Has God, the designer and creator of man, given us any 
object worthy of the development of the hidden talent He 
has bestowed upon us? 
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He has! His own eternal wisdom and knowledge beck- 
ons to us: 

“Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowl- 
edge rather than choice gold. For wisdom is better than 
rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to 
be compared to it. . . . Riches and honor are with me; 
yea, durable riches and righteousness. My fruit is better 
than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than 
choice silver. I lead in the way of righteousness, in the 
midst of the paths of judgment: that I may cause those 
that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their 
treasures. . . . Whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall 
obtain favor of the Lord. But he that sinneth against me 
wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death” 
(Prov. 8:10, 11, 18—21, 35, 36). 

Is not this a challenge that excels that of all earthly 
glory and achievement as far as light excelleth darkness? 

How can we become such a genius filled with the won- 
derful wisdom of God? 

The way not to become a genius is to begin at once to 
make excuse: 

“T have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go 
and see it... . I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 
prove them. ...I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come” (Luke 14: 18—20). 

The way to become a genius is to do like Paul, who said, 

“T count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. ... This one thing 
I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reach- 
ing forth unto those things which are before, I press to- 
ward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:8, 18, 14). 

The Psalmist of Israel says: 

“One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek 
after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire in his temple” (Ps. 27:4). 

Jesus tells us: 

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matt. 
6: 19—21). 

Coupled with this high objective, we must have a ca- 
pacity for work—hard, unrelenting work. Jesus said, 
“T must work the works of him that sent me, while it is 
day: the night cometh, when no man can work” (John 
9:4). We may not expect to gain a reward far above 
anything this world has to offer without expending ef- 
fort. The Psalmist was convinced of this when he said, 
“Thou renderest to every man according to his work” 
(Ps. 62: 12). From the lips of Jesus we have these words, 
“The Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father 
with his angels; and then he shall reward every man ac- 
cording to his works. .. . Behold, I come quickly; and my 
reward is with me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be” (Matt. 16: 27; Rev. 22:12). 

So we should be “confident of what we hope for, con- 
vinced of what we do not see. It was for this that the 
men of old won their record” (Heb. 11:1, 2, Moffatt). 

All through this day of probation God’s geniuses have 
been toiling to be worthy of ruling with Christ through- 


out all Eternity. Paul gave us the theme of their success 
when he said, “Work all the more strenuously at your sal- 
vation with reverence and trembling, for it is God who 
in his goodwill enables you to will this and to achieve 
it” (Phil. 2: 12, 13, Moffatt). When we have truly become 
“an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, 
in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (I Tim. 4:12), 
we can be assured of being one of God’s geniuses. 

Unlike the geniuses of the world, who pass away and 
are forgotten with the procession of the years, God’s 
geniuses shall live on forever. Jesus said of them, “Nei- 
ther can they die any more: for they are equal unto the 
angels; and are the children of God, being the children of 
the resurrection” (Luke 20: 36). 


Let us not become misty-eyed at the examples God 
has furnished us of truly great achievement, and side- 
step our own shortcomings in achieving a like status, by 
saying they were of superior mentality. We can assure 
ourselves that their ability was not above ours, and that 
as they did not attain their station all at once, so, neither 
shall we. It is “by patient continuance in well doing [that 
we] seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal 
life’ (Rom. 2:7). In this way only can we become one 
whom God shall recognize as a genius. 

During this day of probation, all unknown to the 
world, 144,000 geniuses are being developed. One glad 
Morning the sweat, the toil, and the tears will be over; 
they shall be lauded by the angels in Heaven, and the 
world shall acclaim them as “men wondered at.” They 
shall achieve the glories to which they long looked for- 
ward, glories that “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man” (I Cor. 2:9). 


Musings of the Editor 


Ou thoughts have sources. If we would safeguard our 
thoughts we must investigate their sources. 

We gather our thoughts from all sorts of places; things 
we see, hear, and read. We should not let them lodge in our 
minds if they are the wrong kind, any more than we would 


' invite a thief, or murderer to lodge in our 
A Hidden 


home. 
Spring 





No person can revel in thinking without 
his thoughts finding their way into his ac- 
tions. You can never cover an unclean mind with polish and 
make a good character, any more than you can cover soap 
with chocolate and make good candy. The contents will 
sooner or later show up! 

How about those thought-sources or springs? Keep them 
clean! Clean—so clean that not an evil thought of our own, 
or someone else’s can disturb or hurt us for a moment! 
Not having allowed a single thief or murderous thought, sug- 
gestion, or motive inside, nothing then can disturb our peace 
or poise outside. Hence, from the hidden spring of purity we 
will be pure. 





It is not a few faint wishes, but a lifelong struggle, that 
makes us valiant. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“For wisdom is a defense, and money is a defense: but the 
excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them 
that have it” (Ecclesiastes 7: 12). 


From the dawn of human life on our planet, man has 
felt and experienced the need of defense, of protection 
from surrounding dangers. With the growth of civiliza- 
tion, the need of defense has not lessened but rather in- 
creased, for with new discoveries have come new prob- 
lems and new perils. Today man’s most crying need is 
protection from himself, from the consequences of his 
own devilish ingenuity; this, in spite of the fact that 
never before has there been so much money or so much 
worldly wisdom in circulation. If this be civilization, then 
may we be defended from it! 

The two things compared, or rather contrasted, in our 
text, are obviously of absurdly unequal value. Intelligence 
was giving life or survival to the savage thousands of 
years before money was dreamed of. And certainly no 
one would think of mentioning the Divine wisdom in the 
same breath with mere money, even though it might be 
somewhat embarrassing to many if asked which they 
were pursuing with the greater fervor. But let no one 
belittle the power of money. Ever since man first em- 
ployed an artificial medium of exchange, money has 
talked, and loudly. So long as it is honestly manipulated 
and its representative value maintained, money is a de- 
fense against many things. When facing old age or phys- 
ical disability, a little of the “mammon of unrighteous- 
ness” is a very convenient thing. Those who profess to 
utterly despise money would not care to try to get along 
without it. 

We are speaking, of course, of this life only. And yet 
even in this life there are voids which money cannot fill— 
the yearnings of the spirit for freedom from sin’s bond- 
age, the cravings of the mind for the secrets of the uni- 
verse, the need of true companionship, of loyal and un- 
selfish friends. The Preacher from whom our text is 
taken knew all about it; he spoke from experience. It 
was he who wrote, 

“I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted 
me vineyards. . .. I got me servants and maidens .. . also 
I had great possessions . . . above all that were in Jeru- 
salem before me; I gathered me also silver and gold... 
men singers and women singers . . . musical instruments 
of all sorts. So was I great .. . and whatsoever mine eyes 
desired I kept not from them. Then I looked on all! the 
works that my hands had wrought, . . . and, behold, all 
was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no proiit 
under the sun” (Eccl. 2: 4—11). He it was also who 
wrote, no doubt from the bitterness of personal frustra- 
tion, “Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a 
stalled ox and hatred therewith” (Prov. 15:17). There 
are some things—many things—which money cannot 
buy; and the best of them are supplied only by Divine 
wisdom. 


But when all these things, and much more in the same 
vein, are considered, it still remains a matter of individ- 
ual preference. Many men and women have no desire for 
the rewards of wisdom; for them money and its power 
are a sufficient defense. If they can procure it, they are 
happy; if not, they are doubly frustrated and miserable; 
still their choice remains the same. This class can be 
eliminated from the equation. But there are a multitude 
who stand at the crossroads, torn by conflicting emotions 
——the old, old struggle between tangibles and intan- 
gibles, between the things which are seen and the things 
which are not seen. The visible Present will always win 
over the invisible Future unless we have eyes of faith, 
illuminated by the promises of God in His revealed Word. 

“Consider your ways,” cries the Prophet (Haggai 1: 
7). There are times when an hour’s serious consideration 
is worth more than a month of blind effort. Consider that 
life, at best, is brief. “If a man live many years, and re- 
joice in them all, yet let him remember the days of dark- 
ness; for they shall be many” (Eccl. 11: 8). Robert Inger- 
soll said it well, as he stood at the grave of his brother: 

“For whether in mid-sea or among the breakers of the 
farther shore, a wreck must mark at last the end of each 
and all. And every life, no matter if its every hour is rich 
with love and every moment jeweled with a joy, will, at 
its close, become a tragedy as sad, and deep, and dark as 
can be woven of the warp and woof of mystery and death.” 

What then? The question stands. What then? 


Yes, to each individual there will come a time when all 
human effort and accomplishment, all the achievements 
of art and science and statesmanship, the hopes and fears 
of all the years, will add up to exactly nothing. Not al- 
ways at the end of threescore and ten, or fourscore years; 
but in the bloom of youth or at the height of manhood’s 
activity, Death may let himself in with his master-key 
and quietly say, “We'll go now.” 

Our perspective will change swiftly then. Money will 
no longer be a defense; it has lost its power. Millions 
cannot purchase a single day, or even an hour. A bronze 
casket and a lofty monument are a poor substitute for 
life. Worldly wisdom is weak, for the ashes of the philoso- 
pher differ no whit from those of the idiot. This is—for 
most—the end. 

It is at this point that Wisdom takes over. Wisdom 
alone holds a master-key more potent than that of Death. 
God is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for all 
live unto Him. Natural death is but an interlude for those 
who have in life chosen wisdom, the better part which 
shall not be taken away. “All things that pertain unto life 
and godliness” come through knowledge, the written 
record of God’s will and His dealings (II Peter 1: 2, 3). 
Acquiring and accepting this knowledge unites us with 
God mentally. Applying that knowledge to the utmost in 
our daily life makes us in the moral image of God. Here 
we can rest our case, having reached the limit of our 
power, trusting the Eternal to complete the Contract, and 
—still through knowledge—change our mortal body into 
His physical image. This is immortality, eternal life, the 
reward of wisdom. Whether waking or sleeping, the end 
result will be the same, for Wisdom’s key will cause the 
dead in Christ to stand again in the day of Resurrection 
when this mortal shall put on immortality, and this cor- 
ruptible shall put on incorruption, and we shall be changed. 





Your Questions Answered 
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BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies will be sent to Biblical 
questions to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


After Armageddon, when the Lord is King, will the saints 
live in the flesh as we do now? 

We believe that if so fortunate as to be granted im- 
mortality, we shall have a body; for life apart from an 
organized physical structure is inconceivable. But it will 
be a glorified body, not subject to pain, sickness, decay 
or death, as is our present flesh and blood. The angels 
who sat under Abraham’s tree and ate his food were 
material beings; the “man Gabriel” who visited Daniel 
(ch. 9:21) touched the Prophet with a material hand. 
We do not know the exact nature of that glorified body, 
but we are assured that it will be a reality, not a phantom 
or a vapor. It is the desire of the Christian not to be “un- 
clothed” or divested of his body, but to be “clothed upon” 
with immortality (I Cor. 15:53; II Cor. 5:4; Phil. 3: 
20, 21). 


Did the thief really go to be with Jesus in Paradise on the 
day of their crucifixion? 


No! On the morning of His resurrection Jesus said to 
Mary Magdalene, “I am not yet ascended to my Father” 
(John 20:17), nor did Jesus ascend to Heaven until 
forty days later. The thief could not possibly have been in 
Paradise with Jesus that day, when Jesus did not even get 
there Himself. The Bible is very explicit that the dead 
know not anything (Ps. 146: 3, 4; Ps. 115: 17; Eccl. 9: 
10), and that they must await the resurrection from the 
dead in order to enjoy the felicity of the saints (I Thess. 
4:16, 17). 

Furthermore, Jesus’ reply to the thief: “Shalt thou be 
with me in paradise?” has the force of a negative asser- 
tion, and certainly harmonizes with His instruction to 
Paul (I Cor. 6:10, 11), and also His closing words re- 
corded by John (Rev. 22:11). 

The thief’s last-minute plea for mercy was comparable 
to what we often see today: people cry to God for de- 
liverance when their life is in peril. But God requires 
that we serve Him while we have time and opportunity, 
in order to be saved. 


Isaiah (14: 12) speaks of a Lucifer who fell from heaven. 
Many teach that he was once an angel but was expelled from 
the throne of God because of sin, and is now the Satan. Is this 
true? 


If the Almighty would allow such a thing, what assur- 
ance have men and women that if they live lives of pu- 
rity here and reach that blest abode they would be al- 
lowed to remain there? Such is not the working of the 
Divine Mind. Once we reach the immortal state we shall 
always remain there. 

This Lucifer of whom Isaiah spoke was only the king 
of Babylon. Isaiah was commanded to take up a proverb 
“against the king of Babylon” (v. 4). Babylon became a 
great world power, and her king filled the surrounding 
nations with terror. Isaiah prophesied Babylon’s fall, 
and that of the king it would be said: “Is not this the 
man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake king- 
doms” (v. 16). This Lucifer was a man—not a fallen 
angel. 

It was because the king of Babylon was chief ruler 
among the nations that his fall is said to be from heaven. 
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This language is figurative and often used in the Scrip- 
tures, as in Isa. 1: 2, 10. Nor is it uncommon to hear of 
reference made today of some prominent individual as 
a star in the political heavens. 


If Jesus is not God, why did He not rebuke Thomas when 
he called Him “My Lord and my God” (John 20: 28)? 


The sacred writers clearly distinguish Christ and God 
as two different persons and we believe Thomas under- 
stood this. When Isaiah foretold Jesus’ birth he said 
they should call His name Immanuel (Isa. 7:14), and 
Matthew in quoting that prophetic statement (1: 23), 
stated that by interpretation Immanuel means “God with 
us.” This does not make Jesus God the Father, but when 
He is crowned King of all the earth He will be to all 
people as God, for He will dwell among them (Rev. 21: 
3). In this sense Jesus truly can be called Lord and God. 


Do the departed saints know and see what is going on 
here on earth? 


No. The Bible plainly teaches that the dead are asleep 
in the graves; that they know not anything; that they 
await the Resurrection Day to receive their reward (Ps. 
146: 3, 4; Eccl. 9:10; I Thess. 4: 13, 14, 16). 


The claim is made almost universally that the Church is 
built upon Peter—true or false? 


False. Jesus said to Peter, “Thou art Peter [petros], 
and upon this rock [petra] I will build my church” (Matt. 
16: 18). The word petros means “a piece of rock; a stone.” 
Petra means “a rock, a ledge or shelf of rock, masses of 
living rock,” not loose stones. Peter was only one of those 
through whom God was speaking, therefore fittingly 
called a stone, or piece of rock. Christ would not build His 
church on Peter, on a part of the truth, but on Petra, the 
grand system of divine revelation. As stated in Eph. 2: 
20 the church of God is “built upon the foundation of the 
apostles, and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone.” 


Shall the righteous ever see God, the Almighty, or will 
Christ act as God’s representative throughout eternity? 


Jesus promised: “Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8). We cannot disregard 
this promise, but just when it shall be fulfilled we are 
not told. Jesus will be on earth with His people; and as 
the saved ones go from “glory to glory,” some time in 
that glorious Day they shall see the great Eternal God. 


On a radio program sponsored by the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
it was said that Christ died on an upright torture stake and 
not a cross. Is this correct? 


Historians reveal that the Romans used three types 
of crosses: one was shaped like a cross; another as an 
“X”; and also one shaped like the letter “T.” The Bible 
does not disclose which type was used. Any definite claim 
as to the nature of the cross is mere supposition. 


I see you esteem the Bible highly, but what do you do 
when it contradicts a scientific fact? 


The truth is that scientific facts do not contradict the 
Bible. True science and the Bible are in harmony. There 
are scientific theories, however, which oppose the Biblical 
teachings, but as long as they are merely theories and 
not facts, we uphold the Bible. 
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IF SOMEONE SHOULD ASK YOU, “How is the 
weather today?” you would undoubtedly look 
at the sky and answer, “Cloudy,” “fair,” 
“bright,” or “rainy.” 

But, let me ask you, How is your weather 
—or your neighbor’s weather—today? I mean 
the neighbor with whom you work, perhaps, 
side by side. It may be the family for whom 
you wash and iron, cook and sew, or for 
whom you work daily that you may feed and 
clothe these loved ones. What kind of weather 
did you leave about you ere you left their 
presence? In this instance we call it WEATHER, 
but it also goes under the name of influence 
or example. 

In other words, did you leave a sunny at- 
mosphere, full of hope, of joy, of optimism, 
of helpfulness and kindness? Are you the sun 
in your happy home, or are you the cloud 
that causes “rain” to flow down the cheeks 
of the loved members of your household or 
your associates? 


Does your barometer show signs of “fall- 











How bs the Weather? 


ing,” predicting a storm when things do not 
go your way? Or is your weather mild—calm 
and considerate? 

Is your weather changeable? 

Within twenty-four hours are you at one 
time warm, friendly, patient, .. . and then— 
icy, distant, cold and unyielding? Is it neces- 
sary for your friends to protect themselves 
with an abundance of warm good will in 
order to keep comfortable in your frigid at- 
mosphere? Do your sharp, blustery retorts 
make them tingle? 

If you should work in an office, is the 
weather always “fair”? Or is the atmosphere 
you diffuse heavy with fault-finding, bigotry, 


egotism, distrust? 


Fair indeed is the influence we exert by 
pleasant, thoughtful associations with those 
around us. Remember, people are human— 
with tender feelings, ‘sensitive dispositions; 


they react to the weather we create. 


How is YOUR weather etoday? 
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